L A K E H E A D   U N I V E R S I T Y

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
Political Science 2335 FA

Politics, Society and Government in the United States
Dr. Gary Munro                    
          Fall  2007
Office:  RB 2035


       Tuesday and Thursday:  8:30-10:00 a.m.
E-Mail:  gary.munro@lakeheadu.ca



                  RB 3024     
Office Hours:

Monday:  10:00-11:30 a.m.                   

PS 2335 provides an overview of American politics. The constitution with the separation of powers between legislative, executive and judicial branches will be examined. The relationship between the federal government and the states will be considered. Particular attention will be placed on the presidential primaries and the 2008 election.  The political culture, economic policies and foreign policy of the United States will also be dealt with.

Text:  
Fiorina et al. America’s New Democracy  4th edition
Requirements:



Essay (Due November 20)……………………………………..
 40%


Participation………………………………………………………
10%


Final  Exam ………………………………………………………. 50%
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          Dr. G. Munro

COURSE OUTLINE






                 Fall 2007

OUTLINE
September 6

Introduction




Readings: Ch 1

September 11
The constitution; the origins of the United States




Readings:  ch. 2

September 18
The Presidency




ch. 10

September 25
Congress




Ch. 9

October 2

Federalism




Ch 3.

October 11

The Judiciary




ch. 12

October 16

Civil liberties



Ch 13
October 23

Civil rights 

Ch 14
October 30

political culture, public opinion, socialization, media




Ch. 4, 5
November 6

interest groups and political parties




Ch. 8.

November 13
elections. participation



ch.6, 7
November 20
The Bureaucracy




Ch. 11

November 27
Domestic and foreign policy




Ch 15
 Examination

